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A method for manufacturing a coating for a roll 

This invention relates to a method for manufacturing a roll coating onto 
a roll frame, which coating comprises a base layer on the roll frame 
and a surface layer on the base layer, and in which method the base 
layer is brought to its final form after the surface layer has been formed 
and cured or solidified. 

In many known roll manufacturing methods there is the problem that 
residual stresses remain in the roll coating material in connection with 
the manufacture. The residual stresses cause the usage time of the 
rolls to shorten, because the residual stresses may cause the stress 
endurance of the coating material to be exceeded, in which case initial 
cracks form in the coating material, or permanent deformations. 

The problems connected to residual stresses have been aimed to be 
solved by forming the coating layer as a pipe first, by fitting it on the roll 
frame, and by casting a layer combining the inner wall of the pipe and 
the outer surface of the roll frame between the pipe and the frame wall. 

Problems related to the roll coating layers have also been aimed to be 
solved by adding fillers or reinforcement fibres to them. However, the 
filler causes excess hardness of the roll surface and the reinforcement 
fibres mark on the surface of the paper. 

In the following, solutions connected to prior art are described. 

Publication US 5,091 ,027 presents a manufacturing method of a hard 
roll. A fibre material, which is impregnated with a heat-setting resin, is 
rolled around the metal core of the roll. A hollow cylinder is formed of 
the heat-setting synthetic resin in a mould, which cylinder is cured. The 
metal core coated with fibre material is set inside the hollow cylinder. A 
ring-like space remains between the inner surface of the hollow 
cylinder and the fibre layer, to which space is sprayed an adhesive. 
The adhesive is cured, in which case the metal core coated with the 
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fibre material and the inner surface of the cylinder are attached to each 
other. 

Publication US 6,409,645 presents a method for how the layers can be 
removed from the roll frame. The roll is manufactured in such a manner 
that first a removable layer is formed. After that, a polymer material 
layer is formed. A layer of compressible material can be formed 
between the removable layer and the polymer material layer. The 
compressible layer may have an advantageous effect on the stresses 
formed during manufacture, because it may shrink more than the 
polymer material layer. 

Publication US 4,368,568 presents a manufacturing method for a roll 
coated with an elastomer material, wherein a nonwoven fabric band is 
impregnated with heat-setting resin and fine inorganic powder, the 
nonwoven fabric band is rolled around the metal core of the roll from 
one end to the other under stress, the heat-setting resin is cured, and 
an elastomer material layer is formed on the nonwoven fabric layer. 

Publication EP 0083301 presents a method for manufacturing a roll 
with a resilient surface. The roll has a metallic core, onto which is set a 
coating, which is formed of an elastomer outer layer and an inner 
hardener layer. Adhesive is sprayed with pressure between the core 
and the coating. 

Publication US 5,753,165 presents a method where the roll frame is 
upright and a layer of heat-setting resin is cast between the roll frame 
and the outer cylindrical layer. Both cooling and heating are used in the 
process. 

Publication US 6,328,681 presents a roll, which comprises a cylindrical 
core, an adhesive layer, and a coating layer. In the coating layer there 
is a base layer of a polymer material, a connection layer, and a top 
layer, which comprises elastomer material and a polyethylene mixture 
containing a very high molecular weight. 
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The method according to the invention is an improvement in the roll 
manufacturing technique. The method according to the invention is 
characterized in that the surface layer is formed on the base layer and 
cured or solidified after the base layer has been formed on the roll 
frame. 

The residual stresses of a roll manufactured by means of the method 
according to the invention can be reduced, and thus the performance 
of the polymer coating can be improved. All the layers of the coating 
can be processed directly without a separate surface layer 
manufacture, machining, setting of the surface layer on the roll frame, 
and the casting of the base layer. When the base layer is formed on 
the roll frame before the surface layer, it can be ensured that the base 
layer material exists in all the intended places below the surface layer. 
Since the surface layer does not at any point need to be a separate 
pipe, it can be manufactured thinner than before. The roll manufacture 
becomes cheaper than before with the method according to the 
invention, and extensive material savings are reached with the method. 

A roll manufactured by means of the method according to the invention 
can be, for example, a calender roll, but other suitable usages come 
into question as well. 

A roll manufactured by means of the method according to the invention 
comprises a roll frame, a base layer and a surface layer. There can be 
several mutually different layers in the base and surface layers. 

The base layer may comprise mutually different polymer material 
layers, advantageously there are two of these layers, or the base layer 
may comprise at least one polymer material layer and at least one 
reinforcement layer. The polymer material layer is generally plastic 
material. The reinforcement layer can, when it is set on the roll frame, 
be a free-space-containing woven structure formed, for example, of 
high strength fibres. The reinforcement layer can also be impregnated 
with polymer material in such a manner that the polymer material fills 
the above-mentioned free space. The reinforcement fibres of the 
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reinforcement layer can be, for example, of flbreglass, carbon fibre or 
para-aramide fibre. Advantageously, but, however, not necessarily, the 
reinforcement layer is in the form of a woven fabric. One task of the 
reinforcement layer is to keep the different layers of the roll together. 

The surface layer comprises at least one polymer material layer, which 
may be heat-setting or thermoplastic. The material of the surface layer 
is selected in such a manner that its processing and curing 
temperature is lower than that of the topmost polymer material of the 
base layer. 

In the method according to the invention the coating layers of the roll 
are formed sequentially from the inside to the out, and directly on the 
roll frame, i.e. layers manufactured separately as a pipe are not 
attached on the roll frame. The surface layer can be manufactured, for 
example, by coiling, casting, or extrusion. 

According to a first embodiment of the invention, the base layer is 
formed of a free-space-containing reinforcement layer and a polymer 
material layer. The processing temperature of the polymer material 
layer of the base layer is higher than the processing temperature of the 
surface layer. When the surface layer is already heat-treated, it shrinks 
against the base layer. Thus, heat is brought from the inside of the roll 
frame, in which case the polymer material layer of the base layer 
changes into liquid, and polymer material transfers, because of the 
stress caused by the surface layer shrinking, to a free space, for 
example, between the threads of the woven fabric. The liquid polymer 
material is cured by means of heat or solidified by cooling, depending 
on whether the polymer material is heat-setting or thermoplastic. When 
the polymer material layer of the base layer combines with the 
reinforcement layer, the residual stress of the surface layer is removed 
or diminishes significantly. 

According to a second embodiment of the invention, the base layer is 
formed of at least two polymer material layers, of which at least one 
can be a layer cured by fibres or structures formed of them. In other 
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words, the layer comprises polymer material and reinforcement fibres. 
The layer closest to the roll frame can be a fibre-reinforced or non- 
reinforced layer, and the polymer material in it is provided with a good 
adhesive ability both to the roll frame and the next polymer material 
layer. In the base layer there is also at least one layer manufactured of 
a material that shrinks when polymerized, the processing temperature 
of which is higher than that of the surface layer. When the surface layer 
is already heat-treated, it shrinks against the base layer. Thus, heat is 
brought from the inside of the roll frame, in which case the polymer 
material layer of the base layer becomes liquid, is cured and shrinks 
when cured. The residual stress of the surface layer is removed or 
diminishes significantly when the thickness of the base layer is 
reduced. 

In the following, the invention is described by means of drawings, in 
which 

Fig. 1 shows a roll manufactured by means of the method 
according to the invention in cross-section, and 

Fig. 2 shows another roll manufactured by means of the method 
according to the invention in cross-section. 

Figure 1 shows a roll manufactured means of the method according to 
the invention. The roll comprises a roll frame 1 and a coating. The 
coating comprises a base layer 2 and a surface layer 3. The structure 
of the roll frame 1 may vary, but in all cases there is a possibility to 
bring heat to it from the inside, for example via longitudinal channels. 
The base layer 2 comprises a reinforcement layer 4 and a polymer 
material layer 5. In Fig. 1 the polymer material layer 5 is against the roll 
frame, but the structure is also possible in such a manner that the 
reinforcement layer 4 is against the roll frame 1, and the polymer 
material layer 5 is on the reinforcement layer 4. 

The roll coating is manufactured by means of the method according to 
the invention in such a manner that a polymer material layer 5 is 
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applied on the roll frame 1 , which layer is solid after application. A free- 
space-containing reinforcement layer 4, such as a woven fabric formed 
of high strength fibres, is set onto the polymer material layer 5. The 
upper surface 4a of the reinforcement layer is sealed with such 
polymer material, whose adhesiveness to the surface layer 3 is good. 

The surface layer 3 is applied onto the reinforcement layer 4 and cured 
by heat, in which case the surface layer 3 shrinks against the 
reinforcement layer 4. After this, the roll frame 1 is heated in such a 
manner that the polymer material layer 5 becomes liquid and the 
polymer material fills the free space of the reinforcement layer 4 
because of the stress caused by the shrinking of the surface layer 3. 
The residual stress of the surface layer 3 decreases in connection with 
the event in question. 

The roll frame 1 can be heated, for example, by induction heating, 
liquid, or gas. The material of the polymer material layer 5 may be 
heat-setting or thermoplastic. The heat-setting material melts and cures 
in heat, a thermoplastic polymer melts in heat and solidifies when 
cooling. A suitable material to be used in the polymer material layer 5 
can be, for example, of the type mentioned in the publication WO 
98/11166. 

Figure 2 shows a roll manufactured by means of the method according 
to the invention. The roll comprises a roll frame 1 and a coating. The 
coating comprises a base layer 2 and a surface layer 3. The structure 
of the roll frame 1 may vary, but in all cases there is a possibility to 
bring heat to it, for example via longitudinal channels. The base layer 3 
comprises an adhesive layer 7 and a middle layer 8. The adhesive 
layer 7 may be of polymer material or a combination of a polymer 
material and a structure formed of reinforcement fibres. Onto the 
adhesive layer 7 is applied the middle layer 8. Onto the middle layer 8 
is applied the surface layer 3, whose processing temperature is lower 
than that of the middle layer 8. The surface layer 3 is cured with heat 
and let cool, in which case shrinking stress state is formed in the 
surface layer 3. 
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After this, heat is brought to the roll frame, in which case the middle 
layer 1 first melts into liquid and after that cures. When curing, the 
specific capacity of the polymer material of the middle layer diminishes, 
in which case the stress status of the surface layer 3 decreases. A 
suitable material for the middle layer 8 can be, for example a cyclic 
butylene terephthalate (CBT™ Resins, Cyclics Corporation, USA). The 
material of the middle layer is characterized in that it shrinks when 
cured or polymerized. 

The invention is not restricted to the description above, but it may vary 
within the scope of the claims. 



